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Prescribed Fire Vs Wildfire



Prescribed Fires

• Public Health

– Public Notifications

– Less Smoke Impacts

– Shorter Duration 

– Temporary AQ Impacts

• Controlled Conditions

• Reduce Wildfire Severity



Wildfire Challenges

• Rapid Changes

– Difficult to Forecast and Inform

• Monitoring Data

– Hour Delay

• AirNow Delays

– ~1.5 Hour Delay

• Mixed Message

– Smoke in Valley

– Green AQI



After the Event: Regulation Impacts
Exceptional Events Demonstrations

• Narrative Conceptual Model

• Clear Causal Relationship

• Natural Event

• Not Reasonably Controllable 
or  Preventable

• Conclusions and 
Recommendations



Tier 3 EE Analysis = Very Complex
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Hourly PM2.5 Concentrations Comparing Rx Fire and Wildfire

Rim Fire (8/23/2013)

King Fire (9/18/2014)

Rx Fire (11/6/2014)
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Questions and Comments

Julie Hunter, Senior Air Quality Specialist

Washoe County Health District, Air Quality Management Division

jdhunter@washoecounty.us
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