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Flexibility In The Air:
Multi Purpose Aircraft Provide for Prescribed Fire Security, Wildfire Detection and
Air Attacks Using High-winged Singles Engine Aircraft in Western Australia

T.J. Maher and G.J. Mckay

Abstract

There is minimal difference between the potential impacts of a wildfire and an
escaped prescribed fire. The implementation of a practical prescribed fire programme
requires an Aerial Surveillance component to enhance security of the burn. It is not
possible to monitor all prescribed fires from the ground. This is still required but
normally he intelligence provided is limited to the View shed. The same aircraft are able
to detect wild Fires. The detection of these fires by look out towers is normally restricted
due to the visibility limitations created by the prescribed fire smoke. Prescribed Burning
is usually carried out in stable weather conditions with a reasonably strong inversion
layer. Once the prescribed fire program ceases the detection of wild fires is left primarily
to lookout towers supported by aircraft. The spare capacity in the aircraft fleet generated
by the use of the lookout towers are then used for aerial suppression. They provide a
platform for the air attack supervisor. This poster paper will summarize this programme.
Copies of this poster are available from the author upon request.
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